
 

Admission to a Danish Gymnasium (5th-7th Secondary)/Pre-IB and IB:  

 

For pupils in the Danish Language Section:  

To enter a Danish Gymnasium then you need to have taken Folkeskolens 

afgangsprøve after grade 9 (Danish school system), which is equivalent to the 

European School’s 4th Secondary. Pupils from international schools (or Rudolf 

Steiner Schools) haven’t taken Folkeskolens Afgangsprøve, but that doesn’t 

mean that they don’t have the right qualifications or isn’t entitled to continue 

their education at a Danish Gymnasium.   

Pupils with other exams should just take an admission test. Admission tests are 

from 2019 also a requirement for pupils from the Danish Folkeskole if they 

haven’t obtained a GPA over 5 (Danish grading system). If a pupil have obtained 

a GPA above 3 (Danish grading system) in Danish, Math, English and an 

integrated test of physics/chemistry/biology/geography (prøvebundne fag) they 

are though guaranteed a place at a gymnasium. The rules are explained in detail 

on the Ministry of Education’s website (unfortunately only in Danish).  

The admission test for ESCPH-pupils will be in Danish, English, math and 

science/language 3 (French or German). When a pupil from a European School 

pass the admission test, then he/she is entitled to a place at a Danish 

Gymnasium. For most students from the European Schools it’s a matter of 

formality since they have the acquired level but just haven’t taken Folkeskolens 

Afgangsprøve.   

A pupil from the Danish section also fulfills the requirement to be accepted at a 

pre-IB after 4th Secondary, but since a pre-IB is a degree taken at a private 

school then the individual school can always choose not to accept pupils due to 

a restricted number of places or because they evaluate that the pupil doesn’t 

fulfill the requirements. The admission will be based on an interview with the 

principal of the school and/or a written test. 

If a pupil regrets his/her choice after having started at the pre-IB he/she can 

apply to be transferred to the Danish school system (Gymnasium) after 10 

weeks (grundforløbet) if he/she fulfills the admission requirements. 

Please note that neither a pupil from the European School Copenhagen or a 

Danish student from a Danish Folkeskole is entitled to be accepted to their first 

choice of school, but they are always guaranteed a place at a school within a 

reasonable distance from their home.   

Pupils from the European School Copenhagen will always receive a detailed 

description about their level and an explanation of their grades if they wish to 

apply for a Danish Gymnasium/pre-IB/IB.  

https://www.uvm.dk/folkeskolen/folkeskolens-proever/proeveterminer-proevefag-og-planer/proevefag
https://www.uvm.dk/gymnasiale-uddannelser/adgang-og-optagelse/adgang-efter-konkret-vurdering


 

For pupils in the English Language Section:  

A student from the English section fulfills the requirement to be accepted at an 

pre-IB or an IB after 4th Secondary, but since a pre-IB/IB is a degree taken at a 

private school then the individual school can always choose not to accept pupils 

due to a restricted number of places or because they evaluate that the pupil 

doesn’t fulfill the requirements. The admission will be based on an interview 

with the principal of the school and/or a test. For a pupil from a European 

School it would though be highly unlikely that he/she wouldn’t fulfill the 

requirements. 

If a pupil from the English Language section wishes to apply to a Danish 

gymnasium, then he/she should fulfill the Danish language requirement and 

have taken two foreign languages where English will be considered one of them 

and the other would be German/French. He/she should furthermore have taken 

courses that are similar to the Danish Folkeskolens Adgangsprøve. The language 

requirement for Danish is level G which is equivalent to B1-B2 (common 

European Framework of Reference for language, CEFR). If a pupil has taken 

Danish L3 during secondary then they will only have obtained a level between 

AI+ and A2+1. As described in the paragraph for the pupils in the Danish 

language section then all pupils from the European Schools have to take an 

admission test to be accepted to a Danish gymnasium since they don’t have 

taken Folkeskolens Afgangsprøve. They will therefore automatically be tested in 

Danish (and other subjects) as well if they apply for a Danish gymnasium (see 

the paragraph above about pupils from the Danish section). Bilingual pupils will 

therefore most likely have the same opportunities as Danish children/pupils 

from the Danish Section, whereas it can be difficult to fulfill the language 

requirement and follow courses on equal terms as a native speaker, if they only 

have studied Danish as a L3 at ESCPH.  

 

Pupils from the European School Copenhagen will always receive a detailed 

description about their level and an explanation of their grades if they wish to 

apply for a Danish Gymnasium/pre-IB/IB.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 See the official description of the obtained language level for L3 on the European School’s 

website:  https://www.eursc.eu/en/European-Schools/studies/studies-organisation 

https://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/sites/default/files/cefr-en.pdf


 

Admission to universities and other educational programs in Denmark and 

abroad with an European Baccalaureate (EB-degree)  

 

An EB-degree is recognized on equal terms as other baccalaureate exams in 

Europe. It also fulfill the admission requirements in many non-EU countries as 

well.  

 In Denmark an EB is equivalent to a Danish gymnasium degree (Stx, Hfx, Hhx, 

Htx). After applying to a Danish University then the university will make a 

conversion of the EB’s grading system to the Danish marking scale. The 

conversion scale can be found at the Ministry of Higher Education and Science’s 

website. If a pupil wishes to have math and science subjects on the level 

corresponding to the Danish A-level, then he/she should choose Math 6 periods 

in 4th and 5th Secondary and Math 5 periods in 6th and 7th Secondary. Other 

students will have math on B-level. If a pupil would like to have a science subject 

on the level corresponding to the Danish A-level then he/she should choose the 

subject as a 4 period option in 6th and 7th Secondary. If a pupil doesn’t choose a 

4P science course then he/she would have obtained the level C after 5th 

Secondary and finished the course.    

The other descriptions of subject levels can be found under “Fagniveauer” on 

the Ministry of Higher Edcucation and Science’s website. A pupil from the 

European School can, as a pupil with an stx/hhx/htx/hfx-degree, multiply his/her 

GPA with 1,08 (after the translation to the Danish grading system) if he/she 

starts within two years after graduation (kvikbonus).  

Please note, that if a pupil from the English section wishes to apply for a 

program taught in Danish, or where Danish on A-level is required, then 

he/should have taken L3 Danish in all 7 years in secondary to fulfill the 

requirement (see the link above about the course levels for different courses). If 

it’s not the case then he/she should take a language test in Danish called 

Studieprøven (Danskprøve 3, modul 6). If an applicant wants to apply for a 

dispensation from the language requirement in Danish due to the fact that 

he/she is fluent in Danish then it’s up to the individual university to decide 

whether or not they want to make an exception.  

An applicant for a Danish University should apply before March 15th but can wait 

to send his/her final diploma until July 5th which is the deadline for applicants 

with a Danish degree. The admission process is different in each country and we 

therefore advice pupils to contact the individual university a year before 

admission.   

https://landedatabase.ciriusintra.dk/default.aspx?HaandbogID=3&CountryID=260&SubjectIndex=0&Language=0
https://landedatabase.ciriusintra.dk/default.aspx?HaandbogID=3&CountryID=260&SubjectIndex=3&Language=0
https://landedatabase.ciriusintra.dk/default.aspx?HaandbogID=3&CountryID=260&SubjectIndex=2&Language=0
https://ufm.dk/uddannelse/anerkendelse-og-dokumentation/find-vurderinger/eksamenshaandbogen/regler-og-raad/kvikbonus

